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Insights on Skipping
Property Tax Payments

1. You Start Accruing
Interest and Penalties

The first result of not paying your North
Carolina property taxes is that your tax bill
gets more expensive. That's because you
immediately accrue interest and
penalties on unpaid amounts. A few
months of missed payments can quickly

snowball into a much larger debit.

;3 2.ATaxlLienls Placed on
r Your Property

Suppose your tax bill remains unpaid.

Then, the local government places a tax
lien on your property. A lien is a legal
claim that allows the county to secure the
unpaid tax amount against your real
estate. It impacts your ability to sell or
refinance your home until you pay

the debt.

3. Your Property Could
Be Sold at a Tax
Foreclosure Sale

If the lien remains unpaid, the county can
initiate tax foreclosure proceedings. In a
tax foreclosure, your local government
sells your house to recoup what you owe.
You'll receive multiple notices before
foreclosure, giving you many
opportunities to settle the debt. But once

the foreclosure is filed, you start running

out of options and time.

4. You May Lose Your Right
to Redeem the Property

One of the final stages in this process is

the expiration of your redemption period,
which is your last chance to reclaim your
property after a foreclosure sale. In North
Caroling, this window is typically short,
usually 10 days from the filing of the sale
confirmation. You still have time to pay
the total amount due (including interest

and fees) to stop the transfer of

ownership during this window.

5. Avoiding Property Tax
Issues in the First Place

Prevent tax problems by staying

organized and being proactive. Reach out
to your county tax collector before taxes
are due if you suspect you can't pay.
Many counties offer installment plans,
hardship exemptions, or deferral
programs for elderly or disabled

homeowners. A tax advisor in Charlotte,

NC, can assist you with reviewing your bill
and meeting filing deadlines.

6. Key Takeaways for North
Carolina Property Owners

To stay on the right side of the law and

protect your property, here are a few
reminders: know your due dates, pay
promptly or set up a plan, and monitor
notices closely. By staying informed and
engaged, you can avoid the serious
consequences of non-payment and

maintain control over your most

valuable asset.

7. Take Control (Before the
County Does)

Not paying your property taxes in North

Carolina sets off a chain of events that
can escalate quickly—from interest
charges and liens to foreclosure and loss

of ownership. But with early intervention,
clear communication, and an
understanding of your rights, you can

prevent a tax issue from becoming
a disaster.
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